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Don Howard | s
As MiI cro Prob

Don Howar d
MI cr o Probe Editor

Joined the Northwest Micro Mineral Study Group I

Became editor of the Micro Probe with Vol VI, Nt

First article Vol Vi, Number 5, Fal l 1987:
iNotes on Miner al |l denti fication ®dobermorite,

Has aut hotraeud hoorr ecdo about 180 articles in the Mic

President -2f00dm 1986
Il nducted into tBe HEildr owrho Fratmeer i n 2015.

Don has not only been a friend and mentor for sc
t he Northwest Micro Mineral Study Group. We | o0l
to the Micro Probe and to the group in the year ¢
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Nort hwest Micro Mineral Study | Gr

President: Beth Heesacker, heesacker @cohol. net
Treasurer: Kelly Starns, bikeklein@ahoo.Jcom
WebsiNEW SERWEBR)p: // micromineral study. or g/

Webmaster: Bruce Kelley bruce. kelley@mail . cjom

Editor : Bet h Heesacker, heesacker @coho. net

Presi®GeMéssage:

I assume that you have seen the noti e se
to retire and he has passed the quil d in
that he feels | have the ability to t he
To do that though means that | ne hel p
Have you gone on a mineral col . _ _°.. ., fii el
Have you noticed a new or interesting mine
Do you have several minerals from a specif
could share information about?
Have you come ffa®dylwasts iammreow es your i nsplect
collection?
Have you found a new way to store your [[col
Do you have a question about a mineral |or
answer)?
Technical articles are always appreciatfed.

am sure that each one of you could come wup |[wit

o —

ould write on one or more of the above topigls.

just outline what you want to say? | am al ways w

(your ghost writer?).

A couple of other items of interest that were de
1) I was reelected President. I wi || continue
2)The qgr onuogh ewiplrlovi di ng sandwi ciAl hfeirei mg ® atwr)thi

First, we have a very |imited treasury and need

Second, we have a hard time trying to esti matje a

Many times a | otEathfmedcdbes Wweft oeed.to bring t

also bring a salad, desert, etc. to share witjh t

wi || continue to be provided.

I | ook forward to seeing all of you at the ne
flats, boxes and buckets of minerals for the/|[fre

that you can share with the group.

Beth Heesacker
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Hi storical Updat e

Nort hwest Micro Mineral f
By Beth Heesacker
It was near the end of 1970 that a group of n
rmation of the Northwest Micro Myeearal i 8t midyghE
rest to |l ook back and see what has brought wus
' filling our original pur pose.
I n the beginning:
Our Certificate of I ncorporation as a Nonp
of Oregon is dated the 8th day of January
ing: The Northwest Micromineral Study Grou
al existence (Article 1) We organized for
er individuals in the Pacific Northwest wh
coll ecting, studying and -ngiantehrearlisn.g Tihnef or ma
emphasis o the group shal/l be directed to
NORTHWEST MIMNE®RAL NEWS Mar c h
|l believe that we have, and continue to, fulf
rough the years will support my belief. Since
0

A few newsl et

th official nu
e Micro Probe.
e history of t
ro, Rudy Tscher
is focus was t

In 1974 we we
teresting to n
ke occasionall

physical sl id

Through 1975
hanced. Al so,
ed. Dues wer e
t es.

of the articles from the Micro F
ter | ssue€es 7vBe raes p thkel iNohr e ch wiers t 1 9Vid

mbering initiated in 1974 and th
This first official i ssue | ists
he Goble, OR site and informatio
nich. Thi s& fguwiuda mme ,z ecndnnttiersye din
O be expected since our Pacific
re also affiliated with the NFMS
ote that the same plea was made
y to get content for each i ssue.
es being used. Attendance was 30

more field trips were announced,
this was the year when the Micro
$3 per year. It was noted in 197

General activity of this meeting will be to organize information on zeolites
of the Northwest, President Rudy Tschernich is writing a book about those
ZEOLITES OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. He will have lists present at the meeting
which he would like each member to review and make additions or corrections

as necessary. To make this book as complete as possible member cooperation

is essential. If you have specimens from Northwest locations bring either
the specimens themselves or pertinent dimensions and other information. All
zeolites from EVERY location in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, or British Columbia
are of interest for this project.

Mi cro Probe Vol 4, #1, Spri
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The Micro Probe continued to document the int
along with articles to educate us i n our pursui:t
included in its issues.

"WHY MOUNT" - ANOTHER VIEWPOINT

by Eric Wood (Editor of CMMA)
Reprinted from CMMA , Vol 12, No. 10, Dec 1978 ...a publication of the Canadian
Micromineral Association

The Micromounter is part artist and part scientist. Both of these attributes
help to label him as a non-conformist. To require a micromounter to abide by
a set of rules governing size of box, background material, orientation of
specimen, and the like is to impose unrealistic restrictions on his or her
artistry. Does a Jjudge of paintings downgrade one because of the size of
the canvas and another because the background is not black?

Mi cro Probe Vol 6, #1

The Micro Probe ceased9pbbbhppatieaon! yrdmel®o69t
Don Howard came to the rescue and started his ma
was also the change from year |l y wioslsuuree sv,0 |winehs own

i ssues per year. This did cause a duplicate volu
year s.

Zeolites were heavily studied but in Spring o
Batholith began. The expertise in the group cont
an article that really kicked off experimentatio

I n 1995, dues were raised to $15 which contin

Personal computers were coming into use and i
using the computer for cataloging your collectio

Work on the Golden Horn Batholith continued b
drainage started appearing in 2001. Bill Tomkins
and the finding of cinnabar. Don Howard wrote ab
the mercury mines.

George Williams wrote a history of the group
MM Study Grobhptwebdimi €r omi neprraotbsstsxwidy [Aonrdg /moircer oBi |
kidgag ticles on the Clackamas River were publishec

Then came the age of 1image stacking in 2011 w
nich. Also to show that the Golden Horn was not
ten by these two authors.

Il n 2014, Rudy retired as President and Beth H


http://micromineralstudy.org/micro-probe-issue-xii/

Fal l

mor
enc

set
Our
hel

f ou
yea

O nwQe o

2024, Volume XI 11 #10 P a gt

Th

q_
O T D

n << D —
o -

T oc—(QO S oT—
O ~0o® oo~

e Mi
Mi ne
ragi

rodMau ht ef s Fame in 2015 honored Don How
al Society -thesgeingd Abner wdsgse at wedal | h
g, and educating about micromounting.

c

r

n

auti f ul and col or ful pictures of microminer

cation. And the articles continue with the
7

2017, one of our strongest | eader s, Rudy T

l iform Pyrite was a focus starting in 2019
n so we could not meet in 2020 or 2021. Her
ditor, Don Howard, continued to update us w
with an article or two. And there were repr

nally, we were able to meet in the fall of
were published. Members must have been out

2024 Don decided to retire as editor and,
ed the new editor.

w comes the hard part. At this time in hist
poration states i s our purpose:

~

A.to bring t
common inter
mi ner al s. Th
pur poses.

2

ep aWde hdaovi en go urh et vadb omezgt i |
r mi ner al s. We have a tim
e can all be educated abou
he Micro Probe which does <co
best of our ability?

D

started to
|l ots of pa
f us to not
to Covid bu
of some of

end meetings while they were
cipation guality presentatio
l'y have o Ilive through Covid
0 ts with meetings hel
m members with much

t
conflic
l ong ter
has been a rough few years. At the | ast me
it was because ®fDanep Wweekehdt (Mas hehe opt

, not al | mot hers are interested in mineral

n we each make a renewed effort to atte
ction in between meetings with an eye t
? Just a few paragraphs, a page, multip
show with some eye candy pictures to s

ease emai l me i f you need help. Thank vy
hat can make it to the next meeting.

Beth Heesacker, heesa
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Both occur in tabular cry
Though Gerhardtite is ort
“'i s monoclinic, theé& bneotta faar
enough from a right angle
crystal s. Mi ndat orasyrve
patterns are very
@il lustrated are comprised
jghydroxide with the nitrat
¥t ween t hem. Gerhardtite
@ crystals while Rouaite is
wof these characteristics
tiny platy crystals. The
j#dt he descriptions that mig
yY4"9Ger hardtite was said to h
t hought that | could see
call this materi al Gerhardtite. Mor e
hough the transformation is said to b
dtite, it is possible that both miner
vi dual -scraypsetda Iws t ahf d carsgeek fWhaetn cst andi n
in parallel oriented groups. When | a
made out in figure 2, but is more cl
he tiny cavity shown in figure 3. Fi
efl ections.
his piece serves to show you the proc
ocations that | do not recogni ze. Mi
it, remembering they are uswvually of t
f what you may have on an average pie
to the meetings and see what treasure
u think you have found something inte
i n your newsletter.
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A Tal e of One of Two RoOC

By Beth Heesacker

This tale begins with a trip up Highway 224 a
Paul and with Jon Gl adwell as guide. After writ:
breaking some rock from there that was given to
sel f

I n adawotrip up the Clackamas River, we stopp
ble. Al most all the side roads were gated by the
were able to drive up USFS 57 toward Lake Harrie
aged by a tree fall and the entrance was wide en
working on clearing the trees from thktReO28r¢arie
open for travel.) Note: All site photos are by J

Heesacker

Junction of Highway 224 and USFS 57

We had one stop on USFS 57 and one on USFS 46
each. The site this report is about iIs the one o
rocks had slid down the sl ope resulting from the
came to rest in the talus.
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The two rocks on USFS 57 (Yes, Rock2 does Il oo
is checking out what Jon had been chiseling

There were barriers between the road and the
wal king, |1 did not make it to the rocks on the f
rock from Rockl to break with my Zuber. The odd
chert, but that is for another story. Rock1l al so
terior surface, interior vugs and in cracks.

We went up to the site a second time and we w
riers and Paul and | worked on Rock2. There was
and we could see that there were small white sea
worked on removing a few of the seams. After bri
with stilbite, quartz and calcite.

Now we come® tDaya2lh24. Paul insisted that& was

Day, so we drove back up Highway 224 to the site

We found the secret for getting me and my sho
side and one small st ool on the ot her side.

on
sl ope.

e
(0]
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barrier on USF

Paul hel ping me over the

attacked Rockl and Paulé atnado Il antg akcekfed
remimdaeddwubet oaget o& e
we could destroy it

Jon
I broke into a pocket. Jon
shot a few pictures before

Fat Day poc.keR&@ufli nger to show si ze.

The
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Rock2 has a different matrix (hard basalt) th
i ng around the pocket as it opened up to get it
pieces carefully, took it home to trim and photo
providing two flats of great & pkay mememivwve eBer i
named it &@hPayaPbeket .

What we found so far in RockRalaycet ictdilict bt ¢ e( r Iy

ri-geain), opal, maybe cinnabar, maybe | odosfs iptye-
rite. According to otheemawmmhites . f ojucnrddii 1i tt & ea mae r
canyon below the 57 Slump site. I was able to fi
the specimens | collected but did not see anythi

Cal ci tger,airn;ceQuar:t
stalactitic.. fov

Opal, coating; Calcit
ri-geain. fov 2.25mm
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t z, stal acti't

Quar
bite. fov 3.25 mn

Cinnabar?

fov .5mm
Stilbite; Calcite; (
stalactitioc. f ov 3 mr



