
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Northwest  

  Micro Mineral  

   Study Group  

 Micro Probe 

MICRO PROBE  SPRING 2026   MEETING  

May 9, 2026   10 AM to 4 PM  

Sons of Norway Columbia Lodge  

2400 Grant St,  

Vancouver, WA 98660  

Please read the President’s message on page 2 for important meeting information! 

 Directions:  

FROM WASHINGTON HWY 14: Continue west to Interstate 5, 

keep right and take I-5 North. Then keep right and continue to Exit 

#1D -Fourth Plain Blvd  

FROM INTERSTATE 5: In Vancouver, take Exit #1D to Fourth 

Plain Blvd. Head west on Fourth Plain Blvd. to Grant St. and turn 

left. Go two blocks to 24th St.  
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President’s Message:  

Mark it on your calendars, May 9th is our Spring Meeting. Please note the  

starting time of 10AM.  
 

Again we will have some material from the world-wide James Daly collection  

(Sauktown Sales). These specimens are his trimmed and prepared for sales stock. They  

are individually wrapped in bathroom tissue inside a zip lock bag. Each zip lock contains  

multiple specimens of material from one location along with one or more labels.  
 

 We will need to take care and not leave a lot of little pieces of bathroom tissue laying around 

to have to clean up at the end of the meeting. 
 

Due to the nature of the material, it might be tempting to take more than what you want for 

your collection in order to sell them. Please, do not. The remainder has already been promised to 

NCMA. 
 

 I have finished cataloging Jim’s private collection, and I ended up with 24,653 specimens. I 

am currently working on documenting the previous owners by posting the names on Mindat. Not 

only does it help me understand the history of the collection but sometimes another Mindat user 

comes up with an interesting story or two about their relationship with the person. Reliving the 

memories. 😊 I have also started photography of the specimens from Sardinia. 
 

 Remember to bring your lunch sandwich, or whatever, and a salad, desert or  

snack item to share with the other members. Coffee, water, ice and soda pop will continue to be 

provided. 
 

 Again, I remind you to please submit article and pictures for the Micro Probe. We all 

need your input. Shorter edition because not much was submitted.  

 I look forward to seeing all of you at the next meeting, May 9th. Please bring lots of flats, 

boxes and buckets of minerals for the free tables. Also, any reports/projects/eye candy photos that 

you can share with the group. 

Also, it is time for elections again. I know our Treasurer is still looking for a replacement and 

if someone would like to be President, please let me know. Thank you. 

         Beth Heesacker, President/Editor 

Northwest Micro Mineral Study Group officers: 

 President: Beth Heesacker, heesacker@coho.net 

 Treasurer: Kelly Starns, bikeklein@yahoo.com 

Website:  http://micromineralstudy.org/  

Webmaster: Bruce Kelley bruce.kelley@gmail.com 

Editor: Beth Heesacker, heesacker@coho.net 

http://micromineralstudy.org/
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DUES ARE DUE 

at the Spring meeting or by mail to Kelly Starnes: 

Patrick “Kelly” Starnes 

1276 SE Goodnight Avenue 

Corvallis, Oregon, 97333 

 

$15 per year 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

It has been noticed for some time that attendance 

at the meetings is quite low and maybe we need to put 

some energy into acquiring more interest in the Study 

Group. I am not really a social media person but I am trying 

an experiment.  

 

 I have formed a Facebook page for us. I will occasionally post things to try to drum up interest 

in the group. BUT do not worry if you do not join. Anything important will always be sent to you 

members by email. The page is mainly to attract new people. Think of a spider's web catching the 

occasional fly that passes by.🙂  

Here is the link to the NW Micro Mineral Study Group Facebook page: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3503090626500423/?sorting_setting=RECENT_ACTIVITY 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3503090626500423/?sorting_setting=RECENT_ACTIVITY
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Arthur Smith, Jr.: A Series  

 

 

In doing my research on the James Daly collection, I came across a very interesting “previous 

owner”. His name is Arthur Smith, Jr.. He is now deceased (2009) but was a very active member of 

the Houston Gem and Mineral Society and wrote many articles for their newsletter and a couple of 

books on Arkansas and Texas minerals. He also contributed articles to Rocks and Minerals. About 

1/3 of Jim Daly’s collection is from the collection of Art Smith. 

He discovered a new micro-mineral, artsmithite, which was named for him. I have acquired his 

Houston newsletter articles and plan on running a series in this newsletter. Most are about Arkansas 

and Texas but I find them interesting and I hope that you do also. Maybe they will inspire you to write 

an article for this newsletter. 

They came in a variety of formats, and I do not wish to spend my time retyping them, but I will 

do the best I can to make them readable. 

 

  

Arthur  Smith, Jr. 
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Misc. Page: 

THE MICRO PROBE  

Published twice a year by the NORTHWEST MICRO MINERAL STUDY GROUP  

 Editor: Beth Heesacker 

 4145 NW Heesacker Rd. 

 Forest Grove, Oregon 97116 

  e-mail: heesacker@coho.net 

  

DUES: $15 per year per mailing address, payable at the Spring meeting or by mail to the  

 Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick “Kelly” Starnes  

 1276 SE Goodnight Avenue  

 Corvallis, Oregon, 97333  

  e-mail: bikeklein@yahoo.com  

An interesting website (a bit of 

minerals, geology and philosophy): 

 

https://aaroncelestian.substack.com/ 

Another interesting website: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/the

micromountclub 

mailto:heesacker@coho.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/themicromountclub
https://www.facebook.com/groups/themicromountclub

